Beads and Ladders Crochet Bracelet
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Many people think that crocheting is limited to the humble afghan.  No way, I say!  Anyone can use crocheting to create nearly anything you want, including jewelry.  With this pattern, you can count yourself among the Fibre Artists who can take nothing more than a simple string, some beads or charms, and a little creativity and make something sure to impress.

This pattern shows how to make a stunningly gorgeous bracelet from crochet cotton thread and inexpensive glass pony beads.  Once again, the pattern could easily be extended, quite literally, into making a choker necklace.  

Included are a selection of photos demonstrating some less common techniques.  Don't worry, they aren't difficult to master.  If you have some experience crocheting, and if you can make a granny square, you will be able to make these bracelets too.

If you love this pattern, don't forget to check out my blog, KweenBee and Me.  I have other great crochet, knitting and jewelry patterns you may be interested in. 
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Things you will need:
- Size 10 weight crochet cotton thread in complimentary colours.  Choose one as your main colour and the other as your accent colour. It's the standard thickness of crochet thread available in all the big box stores and comes in many colours.

- Button

- 16 glass pony beads (make sure they're glass as the plastic ones may melt when you iron your finished product!  You may need more or less depending on the length you want.)

- US 6 or 1.6 mm crochet hook

- Large eyed needle to sewn in ends.

- Steam iron to press your finished piece

Create Ladders:
String about 16 beads on your Main colour of crochet thread.  You may need more or less depending on how long you want your bracelet.
With Main colour ch 13

Row 1:  Dc in 4th ch from hook, Ch 3. Sl st in 4th ch. Ch 3, skip next 3 chains. 1 dc in each of the last 2 ch.  Ch 3. Turn.

Row 2: Dc in 2nd dc. Ch 7. Dc in next dc and top of ch 3 from previous row. Ch 3. Turn.

Row 3:  Dc in next dc. Ch 3. Sl st in 4th ch of previous row.  Ch 3. Dc in next dc and top of ch 3 of previous row.  Ch 3. Turn.

Row 4 and 5:  Repeat rows 2 and 3.

Row 6:  Repeat row 2.

Row 7 (Bead row): Dc in next dc.  Ch 3.  Push bead up to hook and pull up a loop in the 4th ch of the previous round. Draw loop through loop on the hook (sl st formed around bead). The bead will be on the opposite side of your work.

Repeat rows 6 and 7 until your work is the desired length.

Repeat rows 2 and 3 for final ladder.  Break thread.

Make Edging:
Round 1:  With Accent colour and with right side facing, attach the thread to the upper left hand corner.  Ch 1.  3 sc in stitch where you joined the thread.  Place a marker in the second (or middle) sc of this 3 sc group. 
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* Make 2 sc around the ch 3 post.  
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Sc in dc where ch 3 was made. 
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2 sc around the post of the next dc.  
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Sc in the ch where the dc was made. 
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Repeat from * down the length of the bracelet.  End with 2 sc around the ch 3 post.  3 sc in the bottom ch of the ch 3.  Mark the middle sc of this 3 sc group.  Sc in bottom of next dc.  3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in sl st. 3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in bottom of dc. 3 sc in the bottom of the next dc.  Mark the middle single crochet.  

Working up the  other side of the bracelet, * 2 sc around the post of the double crochet.  Sc in the top of the dc.  2 sc around the ch 3. Sc in top stitch of the ch 3.  Repeat from * to the top of the bracelet.  End with 2 sc around the post of the dc.  3 sc in top of dc.  Mark the middle st.  Sc in next dc.  3 sc in ch 3 space.  Sc in sl st.  3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in dc.  Join with sl st to 1st sc of the round.  Break off.

Round 2:  With Main colour join in back loop of any sc.  Ch 1. Sc in the back loop of next sc and in the back loop of each sc. 
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Work 3 sc in each marked sc from previous round. 
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Continue making 1 sc in each sc with 3 sc in each marked stitch around the bracelet.  Join with a sl st to ch 1.  Break off.

Work in ends and attach a button to the first or second ladder of the bracelet made at the starting end.  The button should be small enough to push through the hole made by the single ladder at the finishing end but large enough to not easily slip back through.  The button should fit through the hole shown here.
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Master Crochet Instructions:
For those more experienced crochet masters, here's the edging pattern without the photos.

Round 1:  With Accent colour and with right side facing, attach the thread to the upper left hand corner.  Ch 1.  3 sc in the stitch where you joined the thread.  Place a marker in the second (or middle) sc of this 3 sc group. * Make 2 sc around the ch 3 post.  Sc in dc where ch 3 was made.  2 sc around the post of the next dc.  Sc in the ch where the dc was made. Repeat from * down the length of the bracelet.  End with 2 sc around the ch 3 post.  3 sc in the bottom ch of the ch 3.  Mark the middle sc of this 3 sc group.  Sc in bottom of next dc.  3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in sl st. 3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in bottom of dc. 3 sc in the bottom of the next dc.  Mark the middle single crochet.  

Working up the  other side of the bracelet, * 2 sc around the post of the double crochet.  Sc in the top of the dc.  2 sc around the ch 3. Sc in top stitch of the ch 3.  Repeat from * to the top of the bracelet.  End with 2 sc around the post of the dc.  3 sc in top of dc.  Mark the middle st.  Sc in next dc.  3 sc in ch 3 space.  Sc in sl st.  3 sc in ch 3 space. Sc in dc.  Join with sl st to 1st sc of the round.  Break off.

Round 2:  With Main colour join in back loop of any sc.  Ch 1. Sc in the back loop of next sc and in the back loop of each sc. Work 3 sc in each marked sc from previous round.  Continue making 1 sc in each sc with 3 sc in each marked stitch around the bracelet.  Join with a sl st to ch 1.  Break off.

Hints and Tips:
Didn't pre-string enough beads?  No worries!  Simply pull a length of thread from the ball and cut the thread.  String the beads from the other end.

Remove the markers as you go.  It will be harder to when the stitches are done.  Once you make a few of these, you'll know what stitch of the previous round is the corner stitch and won't need to mark it at all.  

You don't need to always use pony beads.  The butterflies in the bracelet shown are charms for jewelry making.  If you choose to use charms, it's best to use charms that are double sided.  Some only have the design or words on one side.  It can be difficult to figure out which side to thread one sided charms from.  Either back to front or front to back.  You'll have to see how they lie in the finished piece.

If using larger beads or charms, make the slip stitch used to join it loose or in other words, a loop that is a bit smaller than the charm or bead but bigger than you would normally make.  This will let the charm lie flat.

This larger loop may mean you don't need the three chains before the next dc in row 7.  I found for the butterflies, I only needed to make 2 chains after I added the charm.  (Dc, ch 3, add butterfly, ch 2, 2 dc) This helped to make them lie in the middle of the bracelet.

Mix things up!  Why not a selection of beads and charms?   Play with the design a bit.  Use three colours instead of two.

To keep from having so many ends to work in when you're finished, work them in as you make the bracelet.  Simply hold the end of the thread behind the work.  When you make the stitch carry the thread in the stitch.  You may have to carry it behind four or five stitches.  Pull it tight so the knot is a little less noticeable. 

Before ironing your work, it may be best to make a sample swatch with the beads and thread and iron it first.  That way if the heat of the iron effects the thread or beads, you will ruin the swatch and not your finished piece!

Abbreviations:
sc – single crochet

dc – double crochet

ch – chain 

sl st – slip stitch

st – stitch
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